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Gradient Background

for Web-Pages

By JamEs LEE

Chief Instructor

¢Cyou might have seen nice backgrounds in some
web-pages. By having a nice background, it can
make your web-site easier to read and navigate.
Quite often, I have been asked on how to have a
gradient background. A background that alternates
from one color to another color. HTML only
supports solid color. So how do you have a gradient

as a background?

Let me demystify the secret of achieving a nice

colored-gradient background! )d

© 2007 ACE Training Pte Ltd. All Rights Reserved.

@DARBYUN\VERSITY

PROGRANS B DEGREES

(G29942003 Darty Lnivaray. Al ights e

James Lee
Adobe Chief Instructor
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Creating the multi-colored background

1)  Create a new graphic file with Photoshop. Do the settings as shown below. Remember this graphic file is
for the web, so resolution should keep to about 72 dpi. You notice the height is larger than the width as it
needs a larger ‘area’ to blend to have a smoother transition of colors.

width: 10 pixels -

Height: 1000 pixels hd

Resolution; 72 pirelsfinch -

Color Mode: RGE Color 8 hit -
Background Contents:  wWhite -

2)  Pick the Gradient Tool with Photoshop and customise the colors according to the background color of the
web-page. Create a smoother blend by adding another color-picker in the middle of the 2 colors.

= [l Gradient Tool ] ] ]
& Paint Bucket Tool <] |

= ’ & ful

3)  Apply the gradient by dragging vertically down using the Gradient Tool.

Tip: You can constrain drag by holding the Shift key. That will ensure you drag vertically down!

L

4)  Go to File > Save for Web & Devices. Under Preset, choose Jpeg (to ensure smoother graduation) and
choose High quality. Click Save to finalise the settings.

[ Save ]

( Cancel |

[ Done ]

Preset: [Unnarned] - - » -
: IPEG ¥ [7] Cptimized
High s Guality:| B0 I Q-l
[|Progressive Blur:| 0 b

|:';ICC Profile Matte!|  Mone |z|
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Inserting gradient background in web-page
5)  Get started to Dreamweaver. Open the web-page that you want to insert the graduated background.

6)  Createa new CSS (Cascading Style Sheet) rule and choose Body tag. Click OK button to confirm.

Mew CSS Rule (]

Seleckar Type: () Class (can apply ko any kag) [

@ Tag (redefines the loak of a specific tag)

(") Advanced (IDs, pseuda-class seleckors) Cancel

Tag: body -

Define in: @ |darby_website.u:ss B |

(7 This docurment only

7)  Choose Background under Category and select the same background color as the end of your graphic
file (In my illustration, I choose white). Choose your just created gradient jpg file. Also select repeat-x
(horizontal repeat) and apply the rule to the page.

Cakegory Background
Tvpe
Black Backgraund calar: Q #FFFFFF
Biox . : -
Eorder Background image: . Jimagesjgrad_bg.jpg -
Lisk
Positioning Repeat: repeat-x  w
Extensions
Attachment: -
Horizonkal position: ¥ | |pixels
Wertical position: * | pixels

Note: Should your page goes down to more than 1000 px, don'’t fret, the background color of the body tag will
take over and continue on with that color indefinitely! That is way cool!
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WELCOME TO THE SOCIOLOGY DEPARTMENT

TheSociology Department was founded in 1985, Itis an importan
partofDarby University, which was the first graduate degree-
granting institution inthe greater Darby area

The Department believes thatthe bestundergraduste sociology
education cansists of awell-chosen balance between theoratical [
and practical studies, Darby students learn not only by study, butfed

also by active participation intheirlearning

The Sociology Department follows a practice-oriented approach,

combined with traditional academic study, Second- and third-ye 2 @y

undergraduates should be prepared to meet off-Campus for 3 number of class sessions, while fourth-year
undergradustes and post-graduate students usually fulfill their academic requirements by taking on helping
tolesinthe local community,

Hews and Events

Mar. 20/03 - Darby Sociology Departmant Prof Rensin recieves Arasaka-Henn Grant for £250K
Mar. 15/03 - Sociology Department hosts Ethnolony and Economic Diversity Conference 2003
Mar. 1/03 - Darby Sociology Faculty wins award for research encellence atthe 2003 ASA Gals

Contact the Sociology Department

Room L1F10
1278 Shere Road

Darby, CA$0210

ohone: (415) 5555563

Fox (415) 555-4755

e-maft: zociology@darbyedu

Sociology Home | Programs & Degrees | Paculty &:Staff | Apply Now
Courses | Speaker Series | Eesources | Student Login | 055
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